
History and Culture (multiculturalism, nature, language and Maori 
culture)

Possible tasks 

Celebrate multiculturalism: Organize and present a multicultural event at your 
school based on New Zealand example / Imagine a speech by Jacinda Ardern on 
multiculturalism in NZ / create a video with a testimony of someone who 
migrated to New Zealand / imagine a TV programme with contestants and 
different opinions on the Kiwi welcome when they arrived

TV debate around Maori culture: implantation of a holiday resort on a Maori land?
/ should we keep the Maori culture alive? Should we keep the Maori language as 
a 2nd official language? / my favourite Maori tradition / Imagine a scene from the 
film “The Whale Rider” / Imagine and stage the final scene of the film “The Whale
Rider”

NZ: a social laboratory: create an exhibition around the debate: how can NZ be 
considered as a social laboratory? / create a TV programme and each group has a
topic to cover / present a radio talk show on this debate 

Haut lieu de la culture Néo Zélandaise à Wellington :Te papa museum 
https://www.tepapa.govt.nz/ 

Multiculturalism 

Jacinda Ardern on diversity and multiculturalism after Christchurch attacks 
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/news/article.cfm?c_id=1&objectid=12220077 

Jacinda  Ardern  speech  after  the  attacks
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/mar/29/jacinda-arderns-speech-at-
christchurch-memorial-full-transcript#maincontent 

Promoting New Zealand’s diversity and welcoming character: series of interesting
and easy videos https://www.newzealandnow.govt.nz/resources?type[]=video 

A warm welcome: how NZ welcomes new comers (article + video: 
https://www.newzealandnow.govt.nz/why-choose-nz/a-warm-welcome 

Jacinda Ardern at the Head of Commonwealth Summit https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=dB7FNq--B60 

The importance of Nature 

Video sur sheepshearing https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VCw3pX76yO8 
(assez simple A2-B1)

The Maori culture and traditions

History:  the  treaty  of  Waitangi  https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=NoC7uA0Ghuw
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Article  informatif  sur  le  Traité  de  Waitangi
https://www.newzealandnow.govt.nz/living-in-nz/history-government/the-treaty-
of-waitangi     

Video impacts of colonization on Maori culture  https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=Z-KFMh2PqyU

Maori  traditions:  tatooes,  songs,  food  culture,  transmission  of  history…  site
internet très complet: https://www.newzealand.com/int/maori-culture/ 

Stan  Walker  a  New  Zealand  artist  talks  about  youth  in  NZ
https://vimeo.com/219963174 

The whale rider : book + film 

- Interview  of  the  Author  Witi  Ihimaera  https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=c2SvdkimEuQ

- Trailer of the film : https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eSuBMJpPBBo
- Dossier d’étude sur le film http://filmeducation.org/pdf/film/WhaleRider.pdf

- Possible scenes to study in the movie
- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tKHfZVsgWik   
- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3GTq2GXjes8d  
- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HW4TKawKfiQ   

NZ as an inspiring avant garde country: women’s rights / gay rights : a 
“social laboratory”?

Article de la BBC: Why is Nz so progressive? 
http://www.bbc.com/travel/story/20200518-why-is-new-zealand-so-progressive 

Speech de Jacinda Arden sur l’héritage des féministes Néo Zélandaises et de 
l’histoire dont ce peuple peut être fier 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/sep/19/history-we-can-be-proud-of-
jacinda-ardern-salutes-fight-for-womens-vote 

Video : New Zealand women vote for the first time 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ppzpXqhR7SY (B1-B2)

Video: Hear the voice of the first New Zealand women to vote 125 years ago 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LoFn_tcuEq0 

Video: 125th anniversary of women’s suffrage: speech by Jacinda Ardern (B1-B2) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oGIOvC_Ek1I 

Video about a history of gay rights in NZ (through the rainbow room at the 
Wellington Parliament) (video très intéressante B1-B2 mais très longue: à couper)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nIavjpujl0I 
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Geography, tourism and environment

Possible tasks : 

New Zealand: the most livable country in the world: apply for the competition / 
create a video to support NZ as the number one most livable country / write a 
blog / write a letter to the organizers / Organize a debate

Tourism: create a flyer/a video/ a poster to encourage people to visit NZ / 
Convince an Anglo-saxon friend to organize a trip to NZ / participate in the 
contest Your big Break / Organize an ideal trip to New Zealand / vote the best 
attractions to do in NZ

Environment: round table discussion: NZ as the perfect example in the fight 
against climate change?/ take part in a youth parliament to support Jacinda 
Ardern in her fight against climate change / NZ and the pacific island: role Nz 
should play in their fight? : organize an exhibition at your school / organize round 
table discussions at your school / create a video to raise awareness 

Christchurch: interview of people who suffered the consequences of the 
earthquakes and terrorist attacks

Geography

http://goingtonewzealandtogether.blogspot.com/ (vidéo présentation de la 
Nouvelle Zélande par une amie Néo Zélandaise niveau A2 ) 

Video watchmojo.com : présentation générale de la NZ  (A2-B1) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7KXGmvhd1pU 

Tourism

Video : 100 % Pure New Zealand https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Atf_Af1q_5w
(facile A2 B1 selon la tâche demandée)

Aborder  les  différentes  villes  (Auckland,  Wellington,  Christchurch,
KaikouraQueenstown…) et les sites à visiter (Rotorua, Hobbiton, Hamner Springs,
Milford Sound, Franz Joseph Glaciers,…) 

Your big break : compétition organisée par la NZ pour montrer que le pays est un
jeune pays attrayant :

http://pabloborghi.com/workingday/



Le  gagnant :  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7P7Wj-wF3kE (vidéo  sans  son
exploitable dès la 6e ou 5é)

Video watchmojo.com top 10 tourist attraction (A2-B1) https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=9F-YgkICBxU

article de la BBC très bien fait sur la NZ, le tourisme et le cinéma :  is NZ the
greatest actor itself? https://www.bbc.com/news/magazine-23686419 

article de télégraphe pour soutenir le tourisme http://www.telegraph.co.uk/travel/
destinations/oceania/new-zealand/galleries/26-reasons-why- New-Zealand-is-the-
worlds-best-country/13-napier/ 

travel  guide  to  New  Zealand
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/travel/destinations/oceania/new-zealand/ 

Environment, Climate change and the consequences 

- Podcast de la BBC sur Climate change and climate refugees 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/documentaries/2008/05/080430_global_
perspective_six.shtml 

- Jacinda Ardern and Climate change  (article Jacinda Ardern ready to stand 
up for Climate change) http://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/news/article.cfm?
c_id=1&objectid=11953596

- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TBmWuMzfUA4 NZ  Prime  Minister
Jacinda Ardern talks to Al Gore about climate in the Pacific | Newshub

- Opening  address  to  United  Nations  Climate  Action  Summit  by  Jacinda
Ardern  (September  24th,  2019)
https://www.newshub.co.nz/home/politics/2019/09/climate-change-an-
extraordinary-threat-jacinda-ardern-warns-united-nations.html

- NZ and Climate refugees 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/worldviews/wp/2017/10/31/a-
proposal-in-new-zealand-could-trigger-the-era-of-climate-change-refugees/     

- Article sur la nécessité de créer des visas pour les réfugiés à la mesure de 
l’idée de la NZ 
https://www.refugeesinternational.org/reports/2020/1/23/new-zealands-
climate-refugee-visas-lessons-for-the-rest-of-the-world niveau B1-B2

- Article + vidéo : how climate change is affecting the islands of the Pacific 
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-34674374 

- site avec articles + vidéos sur les « warriors of the pacific » qui se battent 
pour leurs iles : https://world.350.org/pacificwarriors/the-pacific-warrior-
journey/ 

- Site « have your sei » (articles + vidéos notamment les discours de 
Brianna Fruean jeune militante écologiste) https://haveyoursei.org/ 

The earthquakes 

- CNN  News  report  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eAmzE_yvNZ8
(vidéos sur les faits niveau B1)

- Reconstruction  de  la  ville  de  Christchurch
http://www.rebuildchristchurch.co.nz/videos / 



- Eyes  East  Episode  1  Part  1  -  Impacts  of  the  earthquakes  -  YouTube  
Testominies  from  people  who  experienced  the  Earthquake  (3’15-7’10:
témoignages intéressants sur la vie après les tremblements de terre et la
reconstruction) 

Everyday life in NZ today

Possible tasks 

Food: Organize a Kiwi meal at your school (choose a menu, film the recipes, have
your parents try at home and subtitle their reactions in English) / convince an 
English friend tasting Kiwi food 

Job opportunity: apply for a job in New Zealand / write the entry of a blog on your
work experience in New Zealand / Create a promotional video for foreign people 
to come and work in New Zealand / New Zealand Vs Australia: what NZ can really
bring you / Imagine an interview with a custom officer to get a job in NZ

Kiwi and Maoris: Imagine a speech by Jacinda Ardern about the preservation of 
Maori culture in NZ / Imagine the introductory speech of a Maori chief in a Maori 
touristy center / Create the flyer of a new exhibition on Maoris today in New 
Zealand 

Quality of life: Participate in the contest the most livable country in the world and
support NZ by creating a video / a blog / exhibition at your school / the most 
livable city in the world: present Wellington, Auckland, Christchurch or 
Queenstown / You are a New Zealander, create a video to show your country is 
the happiest and safest country on earth 

- Food

https://teara.govt.nz/en mine d’or d’informations et d’histoires sur des dizaines 
de thèmes différents (la nourriture, les plats, la vie quotidienne, la culture..) 

tradition culinaire : Maori Hangi (barbecue enfoui sous terre qui cuit à l’étouffée 
https://www.newzealand.com/nouvelle-z%C3%A9lande/feature/maori-hangi/ + 
video d’une visite d’un centre culturel Maori avec un repas Hangi 

vidéo sous forme de dessin animé plutôt simple sur le Hangi en 2 parties https://
www.youtubhttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7kwu6c7rN0Ie.com/watch?
v=V1rRhls4yIw
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video recette whitebait fritter https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tHe6emfx4h8 / 
recette sans instructions à faire doubler par les élèves https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=w8jGl5luR7s 

vidéo recette Pavlova https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ivD4Z23fDDc 

- Job opportunities: 

Blog experience of a working holiday visa in New Zealand 
http://beaniesandbikinisblog.com/working-holiday-visa-new-zealand/ 

Video: how to succeed in a job interview in New Zealand if you are a foreigner 
https://youtu.be/CXZDTDBLKRE

Video + transcript “Great job opportunities in New Zealand” 
https://www.newzealandnow.govt.nz/resources/great-job-opportunities 

Article: 6 awesome New Zealand jobs for foreigners 
https://www.goabroad.com/articles/jobs-abroad/new-zealand-jobs-for-foreigners 

- Kiwis and Maoris

Article intéressant (B1-B2) sur l’apprentissage de la langue Maori et la 
renaissance Maori https://www.nytimes.com/2018/09/16/world/asia/new-zealand-
maori-language.html 

article Maori culture increasing in importance for New Zealanders 
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/maori-culture-increasing-in-importance-to-nzers/
DZ6EGB3UPPWWTR3IC55OFF2RSI/ 

video Ted Talk living and working by Maori customs https://youtu.be/_ljHI9zKTp4 

Video reportage Al Jazeera assez simple:  is New Zealand’s indigenous language 
seeing a renaissance  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TEwlN9rNMFg 

- Quality of life

https://www.nzherald.co.nz/lifestyle/nz-listed-in-top-20-happiest-countries/
WZ2LAZ5U4W34HAHJIZBU5WAJGM/ article NZ as happiest country on earth 

https://www.stuff.co.nz/travel/news/99518132/how-new-zealand-compares-to-
the-worlds-happiest-countries article: how New Zealand compares to the rest of 
the world 
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Education and sports 

Possible tasks:

- You have been on a school exchange for a year in NZ, post a video to 
present the specificities of your school there / write an entry of a blog after
your time spent in a New Zealand school / send a video message to 
participate in an exchange programme in NZ / send an email to organize a 
school exchange in New Zealand with your class / 

- Organize a sports contest: create a video my favourite Kiwi sport / an 
international sports day at your school : prepare poster, create video rules 
in English for the students to play 

Education 

- Two examples of a school in New Zealand that I went to (work on the 
website to figure out the differences with the French system )

- https://www.avonside.school.nz/   
- https://www.papanui.school.nz/   
- Official presentation of the school system 

https://www.newzealandnow.govt.nz/living-in-nz/education/school-system 

- A testimony of a student who spent a semester in New Zealand 
http://studyoverseas.soton.ac.uk/my-semester-in-new-zealand/

- Article: Recommandations from the NZ government to come and study in 
New Zealand  https://www.newzealandnow.govt.nz/studying-in-nz/life-
experience 

Sports 
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- Traditional sport : Ki O Rahi 
https://www.stuff.co.nz/dominion-post/sport/college-sport/9968783/Fancy-
a-game-of-Ki-o-Rahi (article sur l’origine et les règles du jeu)

- Documentaire sur le Haka (très intéressant niveau B1) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vfubos9VB7U 

- Video sur « Zorbing » nouvelle activité :  https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=gbolKOAIKX0 / origins of this new activity: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BUSsrYi60dY 

- Blog avec l’expérience du saut à l’élastique en Nouvelle Zelande 
https://www.mikesroadtrip.com/bungee-jumping/ (assez simple A2-B1 en 
fonction de ce que l’on demande)

- Video about Rugby and integrating foreign student: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=48O0ZfAFHhg

- The Halberg Disability sport foundation : https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=yK_3k1I-fmU (about disability games in New Zealand)

- https://media.newzealand.com/en/events/winter-games-2019-competing-  
in-new-zealands-win/ article simple sur les Winter Games tous les 2 ans en 
NZ

Art (Literature, cinema, TV)

Possible tasks 

Writing: create a short story set in NZ / organize a short story competition / write 
the synopsis of a parody of the Lords of the Rings / the role of arts in the 
preservation of Maori culture 

Cinema: imagine the trailer of a film set in NZ / the best film in NZ competition / 
convince a famous American director to shoot his film in New Zealand / promote 
NZ as the best place to shoot movies 

Organize a special New Zealand day (Waitangi Day: February 6th) to celebrate 
NZ arts and culture (choose a programme, a series of exhibits, songs, films to be 
shown…)

Literature 

Katherine Mansfield: 

- The Garden Party 
- How  pearl  Button  was  Kidnapped (short  story  allegory  of  NZ  at  the

beginning of the 20th century)  http://katherinemansfieldsociety.org/assets/
KM-Stories/HOW-PEARL-BUTTON-WAS-KIDNAPPED-1912.pdf 

- Prelude (short story about feminism at the beginning of the 20th century)
http://www.katherinemansfieldsociety.org/assets/KM-Stories/PRELUDE1917
.pdf 
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Witi Ihimaera “The Parihaka Woman”  “The Whale Rider” (Maori writer)

Alan Duff, “Once were warriors” “What’s become of the broken hearted” (white
New  Zealander  author  but  inspired  by  the  Maori  community  and  strong
defendant of the Maori cause)

Albert Bendt “Leaves of the Banyan tree” (Samoan author living in New Zealand
dealing with the heritage of the Samoan islands)

Patricia  Grace  “Potiki”  (conflict  between  a  Maori  community  and  business
developers)

Lloyd Jones “The book of Fame” (about the 1925 Rubgy tour of Britain and the 
weight of rugby in the national identity of NZ)

Tolkien “The Lords of the Rings” 

The lords of the Rings

Nz: home of Middle Earth: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hsUlHilL0Is (vidéos
sur les lieux de tournages du film)

Peter Jackson talks about New Zealand (B1- B2) : choice of NZ for the lords of the
Rings  and  references  to  Tolkien  https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=mWJdkw1O6mw 

Article du Telegraph sur les lieux de tournage de Lords of the Rings 

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/travel/destinations/oceania/new-zealand/articles/
real-life-new-zealand-filming-locations-that-starred-in-the-hobbit-middle-earth/ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qOw44VFNk8Y The  Most  Epic  Safety  Video
Ever Made #AirNZSafetyVideo (excellente video de Air NZ sur les mesures de
sécurité à bord sur la thématique de Lords of the Rings avec les acteurs)

Visit Hobbiton  https://www.hobbitontours.com/ 

Cinema/ TV :  classic films 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N0-Q3ChKcfE Once were warriors (trailer of 
the film based on the book)

Utu (a Maori warrior sees his village massacred by British, he wants his revenge) 
trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=idBWD4L3bPU 

Boy: A young Maori boy is obsessed by Michael Jackson trailer: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oP05fUP9xAo 

The piano lesson: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cyTn4XIYH8M 

TV series “Top of the lakes” https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=wGWSB_ezYzs&t=3s
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