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Séquence DNL anglais 

Le Continent Antarctique :  la question des îles Shetland du Sud et des ZEE (1955/2007) 

dans le cadre de la négociation du « Traité sur l’Antarctique » (1959) 

Points des programmes abordés au lycée :  

ENSEIGNEMENT DE SPECIALITE - HGGSP 

Terminale 

Thème 1 Conquêtes, affirmations de puissance et rivalités, Jalon 2 : Vers une nouvelle gouvernance mondiale des 

océans 

 
Source :  BO spécial n° 8 du 25 juillet 2019 
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GEOGRAPHIE TRONC COMMUN 

Terminale 

Mers et océans, entre appropriation, protection et liberté de circulation 

 

 

 

 

Problématique possible : Comment les négociations du Traité sur l’Antarctique en 1959 ont-elles gelé les 

revendications territoriales jusqu’à aujourd’hui ? 

Notions : multilatéralisme, ZEE, territoire, droit international, revendications territoriales et territorialisation des mers 

Source des documents : les documents proviennent du Centre des Archives Diplomatiques de Nantes, fonds Londres, 

Santiago et Buenos Aires, excepté l’article du Guardian, en ligne. 

 

 

 

 

Source :  BO spécial n° 8 du 25 juillet 2019 
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Proposed activities 

1/ British claim on Antarctica 

Analyse the article (The Gardian, 2007) 

Why is the United Kingdom claiming sovereign rights over a part of the seabed of Antarctica ? 

Why could this claim anger neighbouring South American countries ? 

 

2/ Researches on your own 

In order to prepare an oral presentation, list all official agreements or protocols refered to in the article, in 

chronological order. Specify their goals and achievements. 

 

3/ Study of archives documents 

 

4/ Prepare an official speech at the UN in 2007 to defend the British claim using the informations in all the 

documents 

 

 

 

Introduction : Compare maps of the same region, from 2 different sources 
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Map of the Buenos Aires Ambassy 
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Map from the London Ambassy 

 

 

 

 

 

1/ British claim on Antarctica 

Analyse the article (The Gardian, 2007) 

Why is the United Kingdom claiming sovereign rights over a part of the seabed of Antarctica ? 

Why could this claim anger neighbouring South American countries ? 
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The Guardian, 2007 : Britain to claim more than 1m sq km of Antarctica 

https://www.theguardian.com/news/2007/oct/17/antarctica.sciencenews 

Move would extend UK oil, gas and mineral rights, Owen Bowcott , Wed 17 Oct 2007  

The United Kingdom is planning to claim sovereign rights over a vast area of the remote seabed off Antarctica, the 
Guardian has learned. The submission to the United Nations covers more than 1m sq km (386,000 sq miles) of seabed, 
and is likely to signal a quickening of the race for territory around the south pole in the world's least explored continent.  

The claim would be in defiance of the spirit of the 1959 Antarctic treaty, to which the UK is a signatory. It specifically 
states that no new claims shall be asserted on the continent. The treaty was drawn up to prevent territorial disputes. 

The Foreign Office, however, has told the Guardian that data is being gathered and processed for a submission to the 
UN which could extend British oil, gas and mineral exploitation rights up to 350 miles offshore into the Southern Ocean. 
Much of the seabed there is at such a depth that extraction of gas, oil or minerals is not yet technically feasible, but 
the claim may still anger neighbouring South American countries who believe they have more entitlement to the 
potentially valuable territory. The Antarctic submission reflects the UK's efforts to secure resources for the future as 
oil and natural gas reserves dwindle over the coming decades.  

Last month the Guardian revealed the UK is working on three other sub-sea claims in the Atlantic: around South 
Georgia and the Falkland Islands, surrounding Ascension Island and in the Hatton/Rockall basin, west of Scotland. 
Britain has already lodged a joint claim at the UN - with France, Ireland and Spain - for a large area of seabed in the 
Bay of Biscay.The Foreign Office confirmed yesterday that the UK was working to extend sovereign territory into new 
areas. "There are five claims in total that the UK is hoping to put forward," a statement said. "They are in the Bay of 
Biscay, around Ascension, off the British Antarctic Territory, around the Falkland Islands and South Georgia and in the 
Hatton/Rockall basin.  

"We believe these five meet the geological conditions required. The claims are based on article 76 of the UN 
convention of the law of the sea."  

Karen Sack, head of oceans for Greenpeace International, said little was known about the environmental impact on 
marine life of drilling and exploration at great depths. "What we don't know is what kind of impact these [prospecting] 
activities are having right now. We have more maps of the moon than we do of the deep sea. Whenever there's deep-
sea fishing there's always new species identified. We would hope [states] would leave the [Antarctic] wilderness as it 
is." 

The British Antarctic Territory, first claimed in 1908, forms a triangular wedge, with its apex at the south pole. It covers 
666,000 sq miles and has two permanently-manned scientific stations. It is due to celebrate its centenary next year by 
issuing its first ever legal tender coin. 

A British submersible recently dived to depths of more than two miles in the waters around the edge of the continental 
shelf. The seas are swarming with krill, shrimp-like crustaceans, brittle stars - which are similar to starfish - and sea 
cucumbers.  

International interest in exploiting the new frontier on the oceans' floors comes as global warming is opening up 
previously frozen seas at the icecaps and the world's major economies are competing for fresh energy sources. During 
the summer Russia was subject to criticism for making claims beneath the Arctic Ocean, while France registered a 
claim to thousands of square miles around New Caledonia, in the Pacific. 

The UK claim on Antarctica will be its most controversial because it depends on proximity to the British Antarctic 
Territory which overlaps rival land claims by Chile and Argentina. The environmental protocol to the Antarctic treaty, 
agreed in 1991, currently prohibits all mineral related activity, other than for scientific research.[…] 

 

https://www.theguardian.com/news/2007/oct/17/antarctica.sciencenews
https://www.theguardian.com/profile/owenbowcott
https://www.theguardian.com/world/antarctica


Page 7 sur 10 
 

 

2/ Researches on your own 

In order to prepare an oral presentation, list all official agreements or protocols refered to in the article, in 

chronological order. Specify their goals and achievements. 

3/ Study of archives documents 

Doc. 1 : International court of Justice, 1955 

 

Annoucement of the United Kingdom Pretensions to the South Shetlands Islands 
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Doc. 2 : The Guardian, February 22, 1958 (source : CADN, London) 
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[…] Internationalisation seems the only effective answer to the problem of regulating future activities in Antarctica. It 

was first proposed in 1939, and on more recent occasions a United Nations trusteeship has been suggested. In 1947 

the United Kingdom proposed submitting her dispute with either Argentina or Chile to the International Court of 

Justice, but no reference to the court has been possible. The General Assembly of the United Nations could, by virtue 

of its powers, seek an advisory opinion from the court on this vexed problem. Since, however, the International Council 

of Scientific Unions is preparing to extend the I.Y.G (International Year of Geophysics) programme relating to the 

establishment of Antarctic bases the time is opportune for an international conference on the broader issue of state 

claims to the whole of Antarctica.[…] 

The only basis to sovereingty claims rest upon discovery and occupation. As the United States Secretary of State 

Hughes declared in 1924 in a well-known statement :  

« Discovery of lands unknown to civilisation even when coupled with a formal taking of possession does not 

support a valid claim of sovereingty unless the discovery is followed by an actual settlement of the discovered 

country… » 

 

 

Doc. 3 : 10/07/1961 : The Report of First Consultative Meeting for the Antarctic Treaty 
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4/ Prepare an official speech at the UN to defend the British claim using the informations in all the documents 


