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 5 
Thème 3 – Corps humain et santé 

                                  3-A – Maintien de l’intégrité de l’organisme 

 

 Questions - Use the documents and your scientific knowledge to present the Ebola virus (origin(s), 

symptoms, effect (s) on the immune sytem…). Why is this virus so “famous”? 

 
 

Document 1: What is Ebola? 

 

Ebola is a viral illness, the initial symptoms of which can include a sudden fever, intense weakness, muscle 

pain and a sore throat, according to the World Health Organization (WHO). And that is just the beginning: 10 
subsequent stages are vomiting, diarrhoea and - in some cases - both internal and external bleeding. 

The disease infects humans through close contact with infected animals, including chimpanzees, fruit bats 

and forest antelopes. 

It then spreads between humans by direct contact with infected blood, bodily fluids or organs, or indirectly 

through contact with contaminated environments. Even funerals of Ebola victims can be a risk, if mourners 15 
have direct contact with the body of the deceased. 

The incubation period can last from two days to three weeks, and diagnosis is difficult. The human disease 

has so far been mostly limited to Africa, although one strain has cropped up in the Philippines. 

Healthcare workers are at risk if they treat patients without taking the right precautions to avoid infection. 

People are infectious as long as their blood and secretions contain the virus - in some cases, up to seven 20 
weeks after they recover. 

From BBC News, October 8 2014 

 

Document 2:  

 

Centers for disease Control and Lexis Nexis, december 19, 2014 

http://www.who.int/mediacentre/factsheets/fs103/en/#_blank
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Document 3: Ebola Virus Pathogenesis 

 

Anthony Fauci, Global Health Grand Rounds, WCMC, October 21, 2014.

 Rents: écorchures, égratignures 25 


