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Here She Is, the Safest Driver in Los Angeles 

She got the prize for being the most competent navigator in L.A. If you’re willing to let insurance companies spy on you, it can pay off for you too. Deborra Sarei won $20,000 for being the best at obeying traffic laws for two months. Deborra, 46, a resident of Downey, Calif., who takes the 105 to the 605 to Lakewood each morning to drop off her daughter at school, knew she was up to the two-month challenge. She faced off against 11,500 other entrants who reside in, or drive in and near, the city of Los Angeles. They participated by letting a mobile app spy on them behind the wheel to track phone distraction, speed, braking, acceleration and cornering. 
With constant monitoring, Ms. Sarei quickly realized she’d need to recalibrate her driving habits. But driving “safer” sometimes got her into trouble on busy freeways.

Last year, approximately 40,000 people in the U.S. died in car accidents and 4.5 million people were seriously injured, according to the National Safety Council.  “Vision Zero” programs are beginning to see some positive results in many major American cities. In 2018, New York City recorded the lowest number of pedestrian deaths since 1910 — although pedestrians, along with bicyclists and motorcyclists, remain in serious danger.
According to USAA, phone distraction among all competitors improved by 26 percent, while the speeding scores of the drivers improved by 30 percent by the end of the contest. 

In addition to the competition, USAA currently offers up to 20 percent discounts to certain policy owners who agree to let a separate mobile app track their driving.

Other large insurers, including State Farm, Geico, Progressive and Allstate, offer similar opt-in “usage-based” plans based on driving habits or distance traveled. 

Now that the competition is over and nothing is monitoring her driving, Ms. Sarei has returned to some of her old habits, she said, including accelerating onto the freeway and going with the flow of traffic.
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