THE CURIOUS INCIDENT OF THE DOG IN THE NIGHT-TIME
THE DISCOVERY - READING GUIDE 1 - CHAPTERS 149 to 157 (pp 114 to 144)

CHAPTER 149 (pp 114 to 124)
Read the chapter and answer the questions or follow the instructions:

1) What does Siobhan do when she sees Christopher’s bruise? Why? Be brief in your answer.
She asks him a lot of questions because she wants to know what has happened and to check that everything is OK.

2) How does Christopher reassure her? Tick the right box(es).
( He says that his father pushed him and hit him but he didn’t do it intentionally.

( He says that he is not scared of going back home.

( He says that his father slapped him very hard on the cheek because Christopher had used swear words.

( He explains that he can’t remember everything but he knows that his father grabbed him and didn’t hit him.

( He says that he doesn’t want to go back home because he fears his father’s reaction.
3) When Christopher is back home, what does he decide to do?
He decides to try to find his book.
4) Why is this book important to him?

Because he takes pleasure in writing it and it contains all the clues about Wellington’s murder.
5) Where does he look? (when he is in the house, only mention the rooms, not the specific places)
In the dustbin in the back garden / in the bin for the garden waste / everywhere in the kitchen / in the utility room / in the dining room / in the living-room / upstairs, in the bathroom / in his father’s bedroom
6) Where exactly does he find the book? 
He finds it at the bottom of his father’s cupboard, inside a cardboard box (a shirt box), under a plastic box filled with tools.
7) What is the problem at that moment?
He hears the noise of his father’s van engine, so he knows his father is coming home.
8) What does he discover under the book?
He discovers some envelopes with his name written on them.
9) Which letter of the alphabet is written in a special way? The “i” in “Christopher” and “Swindon”
Write this letter here the way it is written on the envelope: the students dot the “i” with a little circle.
10) Who writes in this way? Siobhan / Mr Loxely / Christopher’s mother
11) What does Christopher do when his father comes into the house? Put the following actions in their chronological order (number them from 1 to 7)
4 ( He goes downstairs and says “Hello” to his father.

7 ( He goes up to his room, opens the envelope and reads the letter.

5 ( He tells his father about what he’s done at school.

3 ( He puts the envelope under his mattress.

1 ( He closes the cardboard box and takes one of the envelopes but leaves the book where it was.
6 ( He has baked beans and broccoli for dinner.

2 ( He tiptoes out of his father’s room, closes the door quietly and goes into his room.
12) Give information about the letter:
Who wrote it? his mother
What does the letter reveal about her daily life?
*She has a new job as a secretary in a steel company.

*She moved into a new flat that Roger has bought in Willesden, London
What can you notice about some words in the letter? Give examples.

They have been written with spelling mistakes (secretery/ enormus)
Is it the first letter she has written?

( Yes


( No
What does she encourage him to do at the end of the letter?
She encourages him to write a letter to her.
What is the date on the envelope?
16th October 1997
Why is this date confusing for Christopher?
Because this date corresponds to 18 months after his mother’s death.

13) What is the difference between our reasoning as readers and Christopher’s?
When we read Christopher’s mother’s letter and when we see the date on the envelope, we immediately infer that Christopher’s mother is still alive and that Christopher’s father has lied to him for two years, hiding her letters. Contrary to us readers, Christopher still believes that his mother is dead and he tries to figure out the different possibilities which might explain the existence of this letter, including for example the idea that the letter has been put in the wrong envelope.
14) In your opinion, why doesn’t Christopher have the same understanding of the situation as the one we have?

Christopher probably doesn’t have the same understanding of the situation as the one we have because he trusts his father and he is convinced that he would never lie to him because to him, honesty is a key-ingredient of love.
CHAPTER 151 (pp 125-128)

Read the chapter and answer the questions:

1) What does Christopher explain about mysteries on page 125?

That they can be solved thanks to scientists.
2) What are the graphs on pp 126-127 and the math formula about?

The evolution of the frog population in the school pond.
CHAPTER 157 (pp 129-144)

Read the chapter and answer the questions or follow the instructions:

1) When does Christopher have the opportunity to go back into his father’s bedroom?

6 days later
2) What does he want to go there for?
To read the other letters and to find an explanation to the mystery of the first one.
3) Does Christopher immediately tell us about his reading of the letters?

( Yes

( No
4) What does he speak about first? (answer briefly – 3 elements)
The 4 days he spent at school, the rain that he observed and his reflection about the cycle of water.
5) What day of the week is it when Christopher can read the letters? Monday
6) Where does his father have to go and what for?

His father goes to a lady’s house to repair a leak in her cellar.
7) How many letters addressed to Christopher are there in the shirt box?
43
8) Does Christopher’s mother know Christopher doesn’t receive the letters?
( Yes

( No
9) What does she think about the fact that Christopher doesn’t answer her letters?

She thinks that Christopher doesn’t answer her letters because he is angry and bears a grudge against her / resents her.

10) Match the pieces of information with the number of the letter - the letter numbers correspond to the order in which Christopher reads them. Indicate the number (1, 2, 3 or 4) in the 2nd column.
	His mother tells Christopher about the terrible temper tantrums that he threw. (a temper tantrum = un accès de colère, une crise, un caprice)
	2

	She remembers the broken toes she had when Christopher threw a chopping board at her because she wanted to make him eat something he didn’t want to.
	2

	She tells him about the fridge and the cooker that she has just bought.
	1

	She relates how she observed Christopher and his father and realized that the atmosphere was calmer and more serene without her, which motivated her choice to leave the house.
	2

	She asks him if he received the puzzle that she sent him as a gift.
	3

	She remembers the day when Christopher was frightened in a crowded store. He crouched down on the floor, started screaming, broke two mixers by knocking them off a shelf and wet himself.
	2

	She writes about a visit to the dentist’s who had to take out two of her molars.
	4

	She tells him about her meetings with Roger Shears and his suggestion she follow him to London.
	2

	She tells Christopher about the good memory she has of the time when he would play with the train set that she had gotten him for Christmas.
	1

	She explains the reasons why she couldn’t say goodbye to Christopher, explaining that his father didn’t want her to come back to the house.
	2

	She explains to him that she had a lot of arguments with his father and that one day she even hit him because he blamed her for not trying to overcome the difficulties she felt regarding Christopher’s behavioral problems.
	2

	She describes her job in a real-estate agency and she tells him about her bosses and her colleague Angie.
	3

	She tells him how lonely she felt as she didn’t talk to his father any more to avoid more quarrels.
	2

	She tells him about a park next to her home called Alexandra Palace where there is a hill and where she would like to go with him to fly a kite or to watch the planes pass by.
	3


A FAIRE EN CLASSE - UTILISATION DICTIONNAIRES AUTORISEE – à préparer pour enregistrement
11) Relate what happens at the end of the chapter (pages 141 to 144). Use the prompt to start writing:
But while reading the fourth letter, Christopher discovers that his mother is not dead at all and that his father has deceived him because he has been lying to him for all this time
As a result, he has to stop reading because he suddenly feels sick. He lies down on the bed and curls up as he has a stomach ache and his head is spinning / he feels dizzy, so he probably passes out or falls asleep. When he wakes up, it is dark and he realizes that he has vomited/ thrown up all over himself and his bed.

A little later, his father comes into the room and sees the letters, so he understands the situation and starts crying. When Christopher’s father touches his son to take off his clothes and to guide him into the bath, it doesn’t hurt Christopher as it usually does, so he doesn’t react and lets his father care for him without having any violent reaction like the one that he would usually have.

12) Explain what feelings trigger this physical reaction.

Christopher has a strong and unusual physical reaction, because he probably feels deeply confused, shocked and distraught / shattered / very upset when he understands the truth. Actually, according to Christopher, his father’s love included his honesty toward him, so when he comes to the conclusion that his father has lied to him, he thinks that his father doesn’t really love him as he said he did. Consequently, he must feel betrayed and hurt. Moreover, Christopher’s world seems to be collapsing around him because he probably went through a mourning period when his mother died, and it must be really shocking for him to realize that she is alive and that she has been thinking about him for these two years. (He may feel guilty for not answering his mother’s letters, even if he knows he couldn’t do it as he didn’t know about her existence.)

GRILLE D’ITEMS POUR LES QUESTIONS 11 ET 12
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	He discovers his mother is not dead
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	He lies down on the bed
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	He falls asleep or passes out
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	7
	When he wakes up
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	He has vomited
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	His father comes into the room
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	He sees the letters
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	He starts crying
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	When his father touches his son
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	Christopher doesn’t react 
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	He has a strong / unusual physical reaction
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	He is confused / shocked / distraught / shattered / very upset
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	He comes to the conclusion that his father has lied to him
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	So he thinks that his father doesn’t really love him
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	Christopher’s world seems to be collapsing
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


On demande 16 items de compréhension sur les 18 + 4 points pour la qualité de l’E.O.

