THE CURIOUS INCIDENT OF THE DOG IN THE NIGHT-TIME

THE INVESTIGATION - READING GUIDE 3 - chapters 101 to 109 (pp 78-95)

CHAPTER 101 (pp 78-82)
Read the chapter and answer the questions or tick the right box(es):
1) What does Christopher do in this chapter?

□ He tells us what happens when he arrives home after Mrs Alexander’s revelation.

( He remembers what Mr Jeavons told him about the fact that he liked mathematics so much.

□ He invents a mathematics problem.

( He digresses from his story by presenting a problem and its solution.

( He proves that Mr Jeavons was wrong when he told him about mathematics.

□ He presents an A-level exercise and solves it.

2) What has Christopher learnt from the Monty Hall problem?

□ That intuition can never be wrong.

□ That numbers always lead to straightforward (not complicated/ simple) answers.

□ That there is a theorem for everything.

( That only logic (and not intuition) can lead you to the most probable / likeliest solution.

( That a lot of mathematicians follow their intuition too much.

3) In your opinion, why is there this digression in Christopher’s story at that specific moment in the story?

Because Christopher has been shaken by Mrs Alexander’s revelation about his mother, so he needs to comfort himself and reassure himself with what he masters the most, that is to say logical reasoning and mathematics.
CHAPTER 103 (pp 83-87)
Read the chapter and answer the questions.
1) Who does Christopher meet when he comes back home? Rhodri, his father’s employee.
2) Which “white lie” does he tell his father about his outing?

He says that he went to the shop to buy candy and that he petted Mrs Alexander’s dachshund outside the shop.

3) Which numbers is Christopher asked to multiply? 251 and 864
4) How does Christopher calculate? very quickly and very well
5) Answer: 216,864

6) Fill in the blanks about Christopher’s dinner: Gobi Aloo Sag with red coloring in it.

7) What advice does Siobhan give Christopher about his book?

She advises him to describe things and people in his book for people to be able to imagine what they look like.

8) Which senses does Christopher use in the garden and what does he use them for? Fill in the GRID with the suitable information.
The 5 senses are SMELL, SIGHT, TASTE, HEARING and TOUCH
	SENSES
	What they enable him to describe
	Comparisons

	1) SIGHT
	the sky and more especially the clouds
	fish scales – sand dunes (little white clouds) 

an alien spaceship (a big grey cloud)

	2) HEARING
	a bird singing

traffic

music

children shouting 
	like the surf on a beach

	3) SMELL
	the air in the garden (smells of nothing) 
	


9) Why is this experience useful to him as regards his writing?

This experience is useful for the descriptions that he will put into his book. He will be able to describe what he can see, what he can hear or what he can smell.

CHAPTER 107 (pp 88-93)
Read the chapter and answer the questions.
1) What does Christopher speak about in this chapter? Fill in the blanks with the words or phrases given below:
	red herrings (= fausses pistes)
	reasoning
	Sherlock Holmes
	main

	Sir Arthur Conan Doyle
	concentration
	common
	describes

	plot (= intrigue)
	“The Hound of the Baskervilles”
	mysteries
	favorite book

	clues
	dislikes
	proud
	observation


He speaks about his favorite book, which is “The Hound of the Baskervilles” written by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. He describes the plot, and explains what he dislikes and likes in the story.

Christopher precisely lists the clues and the red herrings in the investigation narrated in the book. Then he shows his admiration for the main character of the story named Sherlock Holmes and is quite proud to demonstrate that he has things in common with him, like a great capacity for observation, concentration and reasoning, which enable him to solve mysteries.

2) Match the things Christopher likes and doesn’t like about the book:
-the fact that the scroll is written in old language.

-the fact that Sherlock Holmes is a rational man, who doesn’t believe in the existence of anything supernatural.

-the fact that there are clues and red herrings (deliberately misleading elements) in the plot.

-the fact that Sherlock Holmes is a brilliant detective.

-the description of faces.

-the fact that Sherlock Holmes has a great capacity for observation and concentration, just like him.
	LIKES
	DOESN’T LIKE

	-the fact that Sherlock Holmes is a rational man, who doesn’t believe in the existence of anything supernatural.

-the fact that there are clues and red herrings (deliberately misleading elements) in the plot.

-the fact that Sherlock Holmes is a brilliant detective.

-the fact that Sherlock Holmes has a great capacity for observation and concentration, just like him.


	-the fact that the scroll is written in old language.

-the description of faces.




CHAPTER 109 (pp 94-95)
Read the chapter and answer the questions.
1) What subject does Siobhan want to talk to Christopher about after reading his sequel to the book?

She wants to talk to him about the conversation he had with Mrs Alexander, and the revelation she made about the fact that Mr Shears was his mother’s lover.

2) Why?
Because she thinks that Christopher must feel sad and needs to talk about it.

3) What does Christopher assure her about his feelings?

He assures her that he isn’t sad at all because his mother is dead and it would be silly to feel sad about something which is not reality.

4) What does Christopher speak about to finish his chapter?

The food that he had at lunch / the activities that he did (math in the morning and painting in the afternoon)

