THE CURIOUS INCIDENT OF THE DOG IN THE NIGHT-TIME

THE INVESTIGATION - READING GUIDE 2 - CHAPTERS 71 to 97 (pp 56-77)

CHAPTER 71 (pp 56-58)

Read the chapter and take a few notes or tick the right box(es):

1) Why is Christopher’s school a “special school”?
□ because it is situated in a hospital.

( because it welcomes children with concentration or learning difficulties or disabilities.
□ because it is a huge wooden house in the middle of a park.

□ because it is an inclusive school, that is to say it integrates children with special needs into normal classes.

( because the children are personally monitored by trained educators, like Siobhan.
2) What is the adjective Christopher uses to describe his schoolmates: stupid.
3) Does Christopher see himself like the other pupils of his school? No.
4) What exam will Christopher take? He will take an A-level in mathematics.
5) The grade he plans to get: an A.
6) What will Reverend Peters do while Christopher takes his exam? He will be the invigilator.
7) What shows that Christopher is ambitious?

( Later on he would like to take A-levels in further math and physics.

□ He would like to become very rich and to buy a luxurious car.

( He plans to study at university.

□ He wants to become a professor at university.

8) What does Christopher say about who he will live with when he is an adult and gets his own money?

A wife / someone to look after him.
9) What does it show about the way he sees himself and his future situation?

It shows that Christopher is really clear-headed and realistic about the fact that he isn’t able to live on his own. He is aware of his dependence, and it shows that he is a mature boy who has a good head on his shoulders = who has his head screwed on right.

CHAPTER 73 (pp 59-61)

Read the chapter and take a few notes:

1) What does Christopher reveal about his parents’ relationship?
He reveals that they often had arguments = they quarreled – argued a lot.
2) What did he think would happen to their couple? 
He thought they would end up getting divorced because they didn’t get along well.
3) Why has Christopher drafted a list?
He has drafted a list to detail his behavioral problems.

4) Why are there so many footnotes at the bottom of pages 59 and 60?
These footnotes illustrate Christopher’s behavioral problems with anecdotes of events which really happened.

5) Write down the equivalent to what Christopher’s parents said to their son:
You’re going to kill me: “You are going to drive me into an early grave”
I’m going to beat you severely: “I shall knock the living daylights out of you”
I think you may go to a specialized medical centre: “I am seriously considering putting you in a home”
6) Deduce: how did Christopher’s parents certainly feel about their son’s behavioral problems?
They were certainly nervously exhausted / fed up with the repetitive crises that Christopher went through. They must have felt powerless and desperate.

CHAPTER 79 (pp 62-64)

Tick the right answer(s):
1) How has Christopher’s father presented the food to Christopher?
□ He has used different plates on which to put the different items.
□ He has arranged the items by color, from bright to dark.
□ He has mashed everything up.
( He has carefully arranged Christopher’s food on his plate so that no item touches another.
2) How does Christopher react when his father asks him where he has been?
( He tells him a white lie, that is to say he tells him part of the truth.
□ He tells him a lie, saying that he played in the garden.
□ He tells him about his investigation and his meeting with the neighbors.
( He tells him that he has been outside but he isn’t specific about what he has done.
3) How does Christopher’s father know that Christopher has been snooping around in Mrs Shears’ garden?
□ He saw him getting out of her garden when he looked through the window.
( Mrs Shears called him to tell him what happened.
□ A police officer was called by Mrs Shears and knocked on his door to tell him about his son’s intrusion and to order him to keep him at home.
4) What happens when Christopher brings up his suspicions about Mr Shears?
( Christopher’s dad gets extremely angry.
□ Christopher’s dad starts laughing uncontrollably.

□ Christopher’s dad refuses to speak to Christopher for the rest of dinner.

□ Christopher’s dad starts sobbing.

5) What does Christopher promise his father?
□ that he will eat his dinner in silence.

□ that he will find Wellington’s killer.

( that he will stop playing detective.
( that he will not ask his neighbors who killed Wellington any more.
□ that he will stop talking to Mrs Shears.

CHAPTER 83 (pp 65-66)
Read the chapter and take a few notes or fill in the blanks:
1) What does Christopher dream of becoming? He dreams of becoming an astronaut.
2) What are the reasons why this job would fit him?
stars – intelligent – colors – spaceships – machines – spaces – yellow – alone
Christopher is an intelligent boy who is good at understanding how machines work. He finds it comfortable to be alone in small confined spaces. Moreover, he won’t be disturbed by colors he doesn’t like as no brown or yellow things exist in spaceships. Finally, he is fascinated by the stars.
CHAPTER 89 (pp 67-68)
Read the chapter and take a few notes:
1) What does Christopher tell Siobhan about his book?
He tells her that he has decided to stop writing the book.
2) Why has he made this decision?
Because his father has forbidden him to go on investigating.
3) What does Siobhan think about his book?
She thinks it is a good book all the same.
4) According to Christopher, what is the problem with his book?
The problem is that it is unfinished since the murderer hasn’t been found. That’s why he’s regretful and frustrated.
5) Why are the next two days “black days” for Christopher?
Because Christopher sees four yellow cars in a row. 
6) What does Christopher do on such days? 
He doesn’t eat anything / He reads his A-level math book in a corner of the classroom / He groans.
7) In your opinion, why doesn’t he look at the cars on the third day?
Because he wants to avoid another black day. He must be hungry and tired of isolating himself.
CHAPTER 97 (pp 69-77)
Read the chapter and take a few notes or tick the right box(es):
1) Why is it a “Super Good Day” for Christopher?
Because he has seen five red cars in a row.
2) Who does he meet at the grocery shop? Mrs Alexander

3) Why does he go to the grocery shop?

He goes to the grocery shop at the end of the road to buy candy.
4) Why does Christopher make a real effort to chat with her?
As it’s a Super Good Day he is convinced that something special will happen, and that maybe Mrs Alexander will give him a clue about the murder in the conversation.
5) What main subjects do they talk about on pp 70-71?
( the colors that Christopher likes and those he doesn’t like.
□ pets, like Mrs Alexander’s dachshund and Christopher’s rat Toby.
□ Christopher’s problems at school.
( Christopher’s gift for mathematics and his upcoming A-level.
□ Mrs Alexander’s son.
( computers.
6) Who does Christopher ask Mrs Alexander about? Mr Shears
7) 3 key questions he asks her:

-Do you know Mr Shears?
-Is Mr Shears an evil man?
-Did Mr Shears kill Mother?
8) How does Mrs Alexander react when Christopher tells her that his mother died of a heart attack in hospital?
She is shocked because she didn’t know about Christopher’s mother’s death.
9) What does Mrs Alexander reveal to Christopher in the park?
That his mother and Mr Shears had an affair, and it’s certainly the reason why his father doesn’t like Mr Shears and gets angry / loses his temper when Christopher mentions his name.
10) How does Christopher suddenly react and what does he do? Explain this reaction.
Christopher suddenly feels ill-at-ease and scared and he goes back home. Actually he must be shocked and confused because he didn’t expect to learn such a secret about his own family. Moreover, he realizes that his chain of reasoning about Mr Shears was wrong.
