THE CURIOUS INCIDENT OF THE DOG IN THE NIGHT-TIME

THE JOURNEY – READING GUIDE 2
CHAPTER 193 (pp 192-195)
Read the chapter and answer the questions or follow the instructions:
1) If you were to sum up what this chapter is about in one word, what would it be?

It would be TIME.

2) What is the thing Christopher finds much more reassuring than this?

SPACE.
3) Which adjectives best apply to concept one, among the following?
	logical
	fleeting
	unstable
	abstract
	reliable
	predictable
	stable
	concrete


4) Among the same adjectives, which apply to concept two?

	logical
	fleeting
	unstable
	abstract
	reliable
	predictable
	stable
	concrete


5) Conclude: because of Christopher’s personality and disease, which of these two concepts is he more comfortable with? Why?

Christopher is more comfortable with the concept of space, because things exist physically and tangibly and you can touch and see them. You know they’re going to be where you left them. That is reassuring to Christopher.
6) Concept one: which words does he use on page 195 to describe how people feel about it? Check the meaning of the second word in a dictionary and give its definition.

He uses the words MYSTERY and PUZZLE. A puzzle is a mystery, something that leaves you bewildered and unsure.
7) Is the choice of that word appropriate in this context, in your opinion?

Yes, it is, as time leaves everybody nonplussed.
8) What is the list on page 192?

It is the list of Christopher’s daily activities / routine on a school day.
9) Comment on it: does it look like something that could work for you and why? Why does it work for Christopher?

It seems unlikely this type of schedule could work for anybody but Christopher. Indeed, it is timed to the minute, literally, which is reassuring to Christopher because it enables him not to get scared. To Christopher, not knowing what is going to happen is stress-inducing. But on the contrary, to anyone else, trying to keep to a schedule that tight would represent a huge amount of stress.
10) What is the longest activity of Christopher’s day? How long does it last for? Why is it that long, in your opinion?

ART CLASS is his longest activity. Indeed, it lasts for 1 hour and 40 minutes. We can assume that artistic activities may give these special children and teenagers an appropriate non linguistic outlet for their very strong and complicated feelings, which in turn might avoid some violent outbursts. So ART CLASS would definitely seem like a very important class.
11) What is his shortest activity? How long does it last for? What does Christopher do next? What does it reveal, then?

His shortest activity is getting off the school bus, which lasts one minute. As the next activity (snack) starts one minute later, we can assume that the school bus drops him off literally on his doorstep.
12) Why does Christopher mention France on page 193? Explain.

France is where he went on holidays with his parents some time back, and he explains he hated it not so much because it was France but because on holidays, people tend not to have a pre-arranged schedule, which is something that makes Christopher panic.
13) Why does he talk about timetables here, specifically?
He probably talks about timetables because he’s at the train station.
