Mark HADDON ’s biography

Here are useful links:

https://www.famousauthors.org/mark-haddon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mark_Haddon
Follow the guideline and find basic information about this author:

1) A few facts about the author’s life:

Age: 56 or 57 (born on 28th October 1962)
Place of birth: Northampton, England
Nationality: British

Mother’s name: Janella Murphy  
Father’s job: architect

University he attended at first: Merton College, Oxford

Subject he studied: English (literature)

Place where he completed his college / university degree (region + city): Scotland / Edinburgh
Degree: MA in English literature

Family situation now: married / 2 sons

Wife’s name: Sos Eltis

Place where they live: Oxford

Characteristics of his way of life: vegetarian / atheist

2) Mark Haddon’s writings:

Fill in the table:
	TYPES OF WRITINGS


	adult novels


	poetry
	children’s books
	Screenplays for series (TV shows)

	EXAMPLES AND DATES (only a few)


	The curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time

(2003)

A Spot of Bother

(2006)


	The Talking Horse and 

the Sad Girl and the Village Under the Sea

(2005)
	Gilbert’s Gobstopper

(1987)

Agent Z Meets the Masked Crusader

(1993)

+ Agent Z and the Penguin from Mars
	Fungus the Bogeyman

(aired on BBC in 2004)

Coming Down the Mountain

(2007)

Microsoap

Starstreet


3) Other artistic occupations:

abstract painting (sells his art) / illustrator / cartoonist
4) “The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time”:

Who did Mark Haddon write the book for? adults
Which audience was the book also very successful with? children

Justify: he won the Guardian Children’s fiction Prize + his publisher suggested marketing it to both adult and child audiences.

Origin of the title of the book: This is a quote from Arthur Conan Doyle’s Sherlock Holmes story “Silver Blaze.”

Why did he know Asperger’s syndrome so well?

Because during his studies one of his odd jobs was to take care of patients suffering from various disabilities like autism.

What did he want to show in his book?

He wanted to show how life was experienced by a boy affected by Asperger’s, and to make people aware of the fact that they can learn a lot from this difference.

